
  
 

2020 ANNUAL MEETING SPEAKERS 
 
 

 

 
John Bear, Chief Executive Officer, MISO 
John joined MISO in 2004 and has more than 25 years of executive leadership in the utility industry. As Chief 
Executive Officer of MISO since January 2009, he leads MISO’s continuous efforts to work collaboratively and 
transparently with its members to reliably deliver low-cost energy through efficient, innovative, operations and 
planning. 
Prior to his current position, Bear was MISO’s President and Chief Operating Officer, overseeing the initial design, 
implementation and daily operation of MISO’s energy markets and transmission system planning. Previously, Bear 
was President of Houston-based Reliant Resources where he directed all operations and commercial activity for 
14,000 megawatts of generation as well as serving as Managing Director of Reliant’s European Operations. 
He is currently an Advisory Board Member of the Energy Systems Network (ESN), an initiative focused on bringing 
“clean technology” solutions to market. Bear is also a member of the Governance Board of the Ohio, Kentucky and 
Indiana Chapter of the Make-A-Wish Foundation and served as vice-chair of the Indiana Regional Board. He serves 
on the Nuclear Energy Advisory Committee which provides input to the U.S. Department of Energy on matters related 
to their nuclear program. 
Previously, Bear served as President of the GO15, the world’s largest power grid operators. The GO15 shares 
knowledge on key issues representing more than 75 percent of the world’s electricity demand and 3.4 billion 
customers on 6 continents. He is a former Board member of NERC regional entity ReliabilityFirst, and a founding 
board member of the Amsterdam Power Exchange (APX).  
Bear graduated from Southern Methodist University with a Master of Business Administration degree and a Bachelor 
of Business Administration degree. He attended the INSEAD Advanced Management Program for Senior Executives. 
 
Barbara Sugg, President and Chief Executive Officer, SPP 
Barbara Sugg was elected president and CEO of Southwest Power Pool, Inc. in January 2020. In her current 
position, she is responsible for ensuring SPP achieves its mission and goals and serves on the board of directors. 
Prior to this position, Sugg served SPP members as senior vice president of IT and chief security officer. 
Sugg has over 30 years of IT experience in the electric utility industry. She started her career at SPP as a software 
developer and worked her way up to the executive level throughout her career at SPP. She’s a proud Ragin’ Cajun, 
as she earned a Bachelor of Science in computer science from the University of Louisiana at Lafayette in 1986. She 
completed the Advanced Management Program at Harvard Business School in 2013. 
Sugg participates in several industry organizations as well as community and philanthropic boards. In 2018, she 
became a certified executive coach and together with other successful business leaders in the community founded 
the Leadership Foundation for Women, a nonprofit focused on equipping women for success, based in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 
 

 



Tony Clark, Senior Advisor, Wilkinson Barker Knauer LLP 
As a former FERC Commissioner, a Chairman and Commissioner of the North Dakota Public Service Commission, a 
former President of the National Association of Regulatory Utilities Commissioners, the Labor Commissioner of North 
Dakota, and a member of the North Dakota House of Representatives, Tony is a nationally recognized thought leader 
in energy policy who draws on years of government service to provide clients with analysis and strategic advice on a 
variety regulatory and public policy matters affecting their businesses.  His tenure on the North Dakota Commission 
coincided with the state’s historic emergence as a leader in energy production. 
He primarily works with clients in the energy and telecommunications industries, speaking frequently before groups 
regarding the state of the utility industry and the public policies that impact it.  He has also testified multiple times 
before Committees of the U.S. Senate, the U.S. House, state legislators and regulatory commissioners. 

 
Richard Doying, Executive Vice President of Market Development, MISO 

Richard Doying is the Executive Vice President, Markets and leads MISO's Market and Grid Strategy group, 
responsible for developing and executing enhancements to existing markets and leading a market design evolution 
that enables continued reliable and efficient market operations as the electric system transforms. 
Doying joined MISO in 2002 and was responsible for design and implementation of MISO’s energy markets in 
2005.  Since that time, he oversaw the launch of MISO’s ancillary services market in 2009 and has held several 
positions, including Chief Operating Office where he was responsible for market operations, reliability operations, 
finance and human resources.  
Prior to joining MISO in 2002, Mr. Doying worked at PG&E National Energy Group, where he served as director of 
strategy and new initiatives, responsible for corporate strategy, market analysis and project finance. His prior career 
includes service at ICF Kaiser as a project manager in the power sector practice, responsible for market analysis and 
modeling. 
Doying is a member and past chairman of the NERC Midwest Reliability Organization (MRO) board of directors. As a 
member of the MRO Board, he has served as vice chairman of the board, chairman of the finance & audit committee 
and member of the governance & personnel committee. Doying earned a bachelor’s degree in Geography from the 
University of California, Los Angeles, and a master’s degree in Energy and Environmental Policy from the University 
of Minnesota. 

 
Heather Hunt, Executive Director, NESCO 
Heather Hunt joined NESCOE as Executive Director in 2009. Previously, Heather had a regulatory law practice for 
six years, was Director, State Government Affairs at United Technologies Corporation and a Group Director, then 
Vice President, Regulatory at Southern Connecticut Gas. Earlier, she was a Public Utility Commissioner in Maine and 
Connecticut and was on the legal staff of a Connecticut Governor. Heather has a Bachelor of Arts in Politics from 
Fairfield University and a Juris Doctor from Western New England University School of Law. Heather is founder and 
president of Live On Organ Donation, Inc. 
 
Warren Lasher, Senior Director, System Planning, ERCOT 
As Senior Director of System Planning for the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. (ERCOT), Warren Lasher is 
responsible for transmission planning, load forecasting and resource adequacy analyses for the ERCOT 
interconnection. Lasher has been at ERCOT for over fourteen years; before this he was employed by the Southern 
Company in Birmingham, Alabama, where he worked in the Engineering and the Planning organizations. Lasher has 
a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics, and graduate degrees in Environmental Management and Computer Science. 


