
 

  

 
 
 

OMS/SPP-RSC SEAMS LIASION COMMITTEE 
Conference Call Meeting 

June 8, 2020 
 
Approved 7/13/2020 
 
Ted Thomas, Chairman of the Arkansas Public Service Commission, called the June 8, 2020, meeting to order 
via conference call at approximately 1:00pm (CT). The following committee members or their proxies 
participated in the meeting:  

 
Ted Thomas, Arkansas 
Kimberly O’Guinn, Arkansas 
Nick Wagner, Iowa 
Shari Albrecht, Kansas 
Noel Darce, proxy for Erik Skrmetta, Louisiana 
Matt Schuerger, Minnesota 
Julie Fedorchak, North Dakota 
Kristie Fiegen, South Dakota 
DeAnn Walker, Texas 
 
Absent 
None 

 
Others Present 
Other OMS and SPP RSC Board Members 
OMS staff and various staff participants from individual state commissions 
Keith Collins, SPP MMU 
Dr. David Patton, MISO IMM 
Clint Savoy, SPP 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 

• Chairman Thomas and Commissioner Albrecht welcomed participants. Marcus Hawkins, OMS 
Executive Director, took the roll as noted above. 

 
• Approval of Minutes from the April 13, 2020 SLC Committee Meeting 

 
o The minutes were unanimously accepted as submitted. 

 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 

 
• Review: Prior Meeting Action Items: Marcus Hawkins, OMS Executive Director, provided an update 

on progress made towards action items from the previous meeting. Marcus informed the committee 
that the RSC and the OMS are planning to file joint comments in the Transmission Incentives FERC 
docket (RM20-10). This has been completed independently from the Seams Liaison Committee.  

 



 

  

• Review: Market Monitor Analysis  
 

o The Coordinated Transaction Scheduling (CTS) report and the Market-to-Market report were 
released on Monday, May 11th for review. Both can be found on the OMS and SPP-RSC 
websites. 
 Keith Collins from the SPP MMU provided a summary of the study results. He 

highlighted the challenges and potential benefits of using CTS as well as the costs to 
implement. He also noted that barriers would need to be addressed first in order to 
unlock the benefits. Commissioner Fedorchak asked about the level of difficulty with 
removing the fees and market charges and if this would impact one RTO more than 
the other. Keith indicated that it isn’t a technical challenge, but a different approach, 
which should have an equal effect on both RTOs. Chairman Thomas asked further 
about the costs for implementation and the benefits. The costs would be a one-time 
fee for implementation and the benefits would accrue annually. Commissioner O’Guinn 
asked about major differences between other RTOs and SPP/MISO. Keith highlighted 
different barriers from other RTOs but focused on the New York ISO/New England ISO 
as a model to follow for success. Dr. Patton added that utilizing the 5-minute prices 
versus forecasted pricing would be more dynamic and likely perform better than pre-
existing implementations used by others. 

 Dr. David Patton from Potomac Economics provided an overview of Mark-to-Market, a 
breakdown of issues and savings, and recommendations. Commissioner Fedorchak 
requested specific examples of solutions recommended which was provided by Dr. 
Patton.  

 
o Stakeholder Feedback: The SLC sent out high-level questions to stakeholders and requested 

feedback. Responses were due by June 1st. The SLC received 9 responses, which are 
available on the OMS and SPP-RSC website. Marcus Hawkins, OMS Executive Director, 
summarized the feedback given. Commissioner Fedorchak requested a response from the 
Market Monitors regarding the feedback from MidAmerican. Dr. Patton provided additional 
explanation of joint dispatch and market-to-market savings.  

 
o Review of Timing of Remaining Tier 2 Items: Dr. Patton indicated that the interface pricing 

study should be available for distribution next week.  
 

• Presentation: MISO & SPP Seam Congestion Analysis: Clint Savoy from SPP presented the Seam 
Congestion Analysis results. The top 20 flowgates were used for a deeper analysis of high-level 
congestion cost estimates. Further Q&A from committee members and participants followed regarding 
testing options and potential additional work to be completed. 

 
• Planning Discussion: Marcus Hawkins, OMS Executive Director, reviewed current planning activities 

to ensure goals of the committee are being addressed. There were no questions or comments from 
committee members. 
 

• Long Term Goals of Committee and Future Timeline: Commissioner Albrecht reviewed initial goals 
of the SLC and requested feedback from the committee on the progress and timeline. After much 
discussion from committee members, it was concluded that future planning would be the focus of the 
July 13th SLC meeting. The committee members also directed Marcus Hawkins, OMS Executive 



 

  

Director, and Adam McKinnie from the Missouri Public Service Commission to complete a summary of 
recommendations from the market monitors.  
 
All materials from this meeting can be found on both the OMS and SPP-RSC websites. 

 
 
The session concluded at approximately 2:25pm (CT). 
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