
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 
 

Midwest Independent Transmission  ) Docket No. ER02-2595-000 
System Operator, Inc.   ) 

 
 

MOTION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF MISO STATES 
FOR INTERVENTION OUT-OF-TIME 

 
 Pursuant to Rule 214(a) of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 

(Commission) Rules of Practice and Procedure, 18 C.F.R. § 385.214(a), the Organization 

of MISO States (OMS) files its Motion for Intervention in the above-captioned 

proceeding.  In support thereof, the OMS states as follows: 

I. COMMUNICATIONS 

1. Service of all pleadings, documents, and communications in this matter should be 

made on the following: 

William H. Smith, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Organization of MISO States 
100 Court Avenue, Suite 218 
Des Moines, Iowa  50309 
 

II. DESCRIPTION OF PROCEEDING 

2. On March 24, 2004, the Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator, 

Inc. (Midwest ISO) made an Informational Filing in this docket, including an estimate of 

costs to begin operating an energy market by December 1, 2004.  On April 19, 2004, the 

Midwest ISO Transmission Owners (TOs) responded to the informational filing, seeking 

a technical conference to examine the level of Midwest ISO’s cost estimates. 
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III. BASIS FOR INTERVENTION 

3. The OMS is a non-profit, self-governing organization of representatives from 

each state with regulatory jurisdiction over entities participating in the Midwest ISO, a 

regional transmission organization as defined by the Commission.1  The purpose of the 

OMS is to coordinate regulatory oversight among its state members, make 

recommendations to Midwest ISO, the Midwest ISO Board of Directors, the 

Commission, other relevant government entities, and state commissions as appropriate, 

and intervene in proceedings before the Commission and in related judicial proceedings 

to express the positions of the OMS.  The OMS files this Motion to Intervene pursuant to 

the authority conferred by its bylaws and the authorization of its Board of Directors. 

IV. POSITION OF OMS  

4. The TOs state that Midwest ISO’s costs estimates have escalated from $88 

million to $192 million during the period from December 2002 to March 2004.  The TOs 

urge the Commission to become more involved in evaluating the Midwest ISO’s costs.  

The OMS believes the increasing cost level warrants greater attention of the Commission 

and interested stakeholders.   

5. The OMS supports the request for a technical conference as a useful way to give 

greater attention to the issues of the Midwest ISO’s costs.  As the TOs have indicated, 

                                                 
1 The state regulatory agencies that are members of the OMS are the Illinois 

Commerce Commission, the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission, the Iowa 
Utilities Board, the Kentucky Public Service Commission, the Michigan Public 
Service Commission, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, the Missouri 
Public Service Commission, the Montana Public Service Commission, the 
Nebraska Power Review Board, North Dakota Public Service Commission, the 
Ohio Public Utilities Commission, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 
the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, and the Wisconsin Public Service 
Commission.  The Manitoba Public Utilities Board is also a member of the OMS.   
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these important questions cannot be addressed in the short time allowed by the complaint 

procedure the Commission has offered.   

6. The TOs further claim that much of the cost increase will be submitted to state 

regulatory authorities as a basis for retail rate recovery.  Because these issues may come 

before them for decision, some state commissions may be unable to take positions on 

them at this time.  Those state agencies could better participate in a technical conference 

than in an adversarial proceeding. 

V. CONCLUSION 

7. Based on the foregoing, the OMS respectfully submits that OMS and its members 

have a direct and substantial interest in these proceedings, that no other party can 

adequately represent the interests of the OMS or its member states in this proceeding, and 

that its intervention is appropriate at this stage of the proceeding.  The OMS also concurs 

with the TOs’ suggestion that a technical conference would be an appropriate forum to 

review MISO’s cost estimates. 

WHEREFORE, the OMS respectfully requests intervention in this proceeding. 

 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 ______/s/______ 
 William H. Smith, Jr. 
 Executive Director 
 Organization of MISO States 
 100 Court Avenue, Suite 218 
 Des Moines, Iowa  50309 
 (515) 243-0742 
 bill@misostates.org 
 
Dated:  May __, 2004  
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 CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing Notice of Intervention on all 
parties on the official service list compiled by the Secretary in this proceeding. 
 
Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 30th day of April, 2004. 
 
 ______/s/______ 
 William H. Smith, Jr.  
 


