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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISION 

 

Participation of Distributed Energy ) Docket No. RM18-9-000 

Resource Aggregation in Markets )  

Operated by Regional Transmission ) 

Organizations and Independent  ) 

System Operators )  

 

ANSWER IN SUPPORT OF MISO’S MOTION FOR  

EXTESNION OF ORDER NO. 2222  

INITIAL COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 

On February 17, 2021, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (“MISO”) filed a 

Motion for Extension of Time1 to submit its initial compliance filing as required by Order No. 

22222 from July 19, 2021 to April 18, 2022. For the reasons stated below, the Organization of 

MISO States, Inc. (“OMS”) supports this Motion and urges the Commission to extend MISO’s 

time for compliance to April 18, 2021. 

The OMS is a non-profit, self-governing organization comprised of representatives from 

the seventeen regulatory bodies with jurisdiction over entities participating in the Midcontinent 

Independent System Operator (“MISO”) and serves as the regional state committee for the MISO 

region. The purpose of the OMS is to coordinate regulatory oversight among its members, to 

make recommendations to MISO, the MISO Board of Directors, the Commission, and other 

relevant government entities and state commissions as appropriate, and to intervene in 

proceedings before the Commission to express the positions of the OMS member agencies. 

 
1 Participation of Distributed Energy Resource Aggregations in Markets Operated by Regional Transmission 

Organizations and Independent System Operators, “Motion of the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, 

Inc. for Extension of Order No. 2222 Initial Compliance Requirement” Docket RM18-9-000 (filed Feb 17, 2021) 

(“Motion”). 
2 Participation of Distributed Energy Resource Aggregations in Markets Operated by Regional Transmission 

Organizations and Independent System Operators, Order No. 2222, 172 FERC ¶ 61,247 (2020) (“Order No. 

2222”). 



   
 

2 

 

Service of pleadings, documents, and communications in this proceeding should be made 

on the following:  

Marcus Hawkins 

Executive Director 

Organization of MISO States 

811 E. Washington Avenue, Suite 400 

Madison, WI 53703 

marcus@misostates.org 

Ben Sloan 

Director of Regulatory Affairs 

Organization of MISO States 

811 E. Washington Avenue, Suite 400 

Madison, WI 53703 

ben@misostates.org 

 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

In its Motion, MISO requests an additional nine-months to submit its initial compliance 

filing in response to Order No. 2222’s directives.3 MISO asks for this additional nine months to 

ensure it has adequate time to iterate its compliance proposal through the stakeholder process, as 

directed by the MISO’s Stakeholder Governance Guide, to balance the compliance requirements 

in this Order with several of MISO’s ongoing efforts, and to provide certainty to affected parties.4 

MISO cites multiple Commission orders granting extensions of time to allow for more thorough 

stakeholder input into and to fully consider the complexity of Commission compliance 

requirements.5 MISO states that compliance with this order will require extensive conversation 

between stakeholders, Relevant Electric Retail Regulatory Authorities (“RERRAs”), and 

distribution utilities on many, if not all, of the major compliance categories of Order No. 2222.6 

Importantly, granting this Motion is not expected to delay the ultimate implementation 

date of these reforms.7 

 
3 Motion at 1. 
4 Id. 
5 Id. at 4. 
6 Id. at 4, 13. 
7 Id. at 2. 

mailto:marcus@misostates.org
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II. COMMENTS 

The OMS agrees that it would be extremely difficult for MISO to craft a durable and 

thorough compliance filing that addresses the Commission’s directives by the current July 19, 

2021 deadline. This Order was issued in September 2020, and MISO has acted as expeditiously 

as the stakeholder process would allow in conducting these conversations at a useful level of 

depth.  

As described in the Motion, MISO held multiple conversations on Order No. 2222 in the 

Fall of 2020 including an Order No. 2222 overview at the November MISO Market 

Subcommittee, a meeting focused on distribution operations considerations, a dedicated Steering 

Committee meeting to create the Distributed Energy Resources Task Force (“DERTF”), and an 

extensive “Hot Topic” conversation between the MISO Advisory Committee and the MISO 

Board of Directors in December 2020.8 The OMS appreciates these introductory meetings that 

set the groundwork for the more substantive discussions that kicked off at the beginning of 2021. 

This DERTF was the first MISO stakeholder entity to meet in 2021, meeting on January 

4th. This task force met again in February 2021 and will meet monthly as MISO develops its 

compliance filing. MISO has already placed the DERTF’s meetings through October on the MISO 

calendar. The OMS nominated a candidate to chair this task force, and that candidate was selected. 

Throughout these meetings, the OMS has encouraged MISO to prioritize the required compliance 

requirements before taking up any other reforms related to Distributed Energy Resource 

Aggregations, (“DERAs”). 

The OMS remains heavily engaged and has responded to every feedback request MISO 

has made through this taskforce and has independently met multiple times already this year to 

 
8 Id. at 8-9. 
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prepare for all DER-related MISO meetings. All of this preparation requires considerable 

resources from state and local regulators, MISO, and affected stakeholders.  

While the OMS believes that MISO should work as quickly as possible to craft and file a 

compliance filing, the OMS is cognizant of the significant other initiatives that MISO has been 

working on that predate this Order, each one of which requires significant resources from state 

and local regulators to thoroughly engage with. These initiatives contemplate significant changes 

to the resource adequacy construct within the MISO region and require close coordination 

between MISO, state and local regulators, and stakeholders. Of particular interest to retail 

regulators, MISO’s Resource Availability and Need (“RAN”) initiative9 seeks to ensure the 

efficient conversion of capacity to energy. This is just a single example of the many ongoing 

initiatives that involve distributed energy resources that MISO must coordinate with this 

compliance filing.  

Prior to the issuance of Order No. 2222, MISO and the OMS had already been trying to 

better understand the connections between resources on the distribution system, any retail 

programs they are a part of, and market rules at the wholesale level MISO uses to carry out its 

core functions of ensuring reliability and market efficiency.10 Poor coordination between this 

compliance filing and MISO’s other initiatives could ultimately delay or decrease the 

effectiveness of the integration of DER aggregations in the MISO region.  

The OMS has also created and updated joint DER priorities with MISO going back to late 

2018 and understands the level of complexity associated with this compliance filing. The OMS 

also understands the need for a rigorous and thorough process to ensure that this compliance filing 

 
9 MISO, Aligning Resource Availability and Need, (Dec. 2019) available at: 

https://cdn.misoenergy.org/20191218%20Aligning%20Resource%20Availability%20and%20Need%20(RAN)410

587.pdf. 
10 MISO, MISO and DER (November 20, 2021) available at: 

https://cdn.misoenergy.org/MISO%20and%20DER%20-%20Visibility495365.pdf 
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is comprehensive, that the resulting coordination construct is robust, and that any proposed 

changes do not threaten reliability.11 Lastly, the OMS believes discussion of the important issues 

raised in the Order at an appropriate level of depth will ultimately lead to a compliance proposal 

that is both more useful and more durable than a proposal that is rushed to meet a July compliance 

deadline.  

III. CONCLUSION 

While the OMS would like to see this proposal implemented as quickly as possible, 

requiring MISO to file its initial compliance by July could lead to a compliance proposal that is 

incomplete, that does not consider an adequate amount and depth of stakeholder input, and is not 

well understood by the many parties that will be affected. Therefore, the OMS supports MISO’s 

Motion and urges the Commission to grant MISO’s request for additional time to submit its 

compliance filing. The OMS submits this Answer because a majority of OMS members support 

this filing. Individual OMS members reserve the right to file separate comments regarding the 

issues discussed in these comments.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Marcus Hawkins 

Marcus Hawkins 

Executive Director 

Organization of MISO States 

811 E. Washington Ave., Suite 400 

Madison, WI 53703 

marcus@misostates.org 

Dated: February 22, 2021 

 

 

  

 
11 OMS, Joint DER Priorities Update (July 16, 2020) available at: Item_6_OMS-MISO_Joint_Priorities.pdf 

(misostates.org). See also OMS, DER Priorities Document (November 13, 2018) available at: 

DER_Priorities_Document.pdf (misostates.org). 

https://www.misostates.org/images/PositionStatements/Item_6_OMS-MISO_Joint_Priorities.pdf
https://www.misostates.org/images/PositionStatements/Item_6_OMS-MISO_Joint_Priorities.pdf
https://www.misostates.org/images/PositionStatements/DER_Priorities_Document.pdf
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document upon each person 

designated on the official service list prepared by the Secretary for the above-captioned docket in 

accordance with the requirements of Rule 2010 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and 

Procedure. 18 C.F.R. § 385.2010. 

 

DATED at Madison, Wisconsin this the 22nd of February 2021. 

 
/s/ Marcus Hawkins 

Marcus Hawkins 

Executive Director 

Organization of MISO States 

811 E. Washington Ave., Suite 400 

Madison, WI 53703 

marcus@misostates.org 


