
 

February 2, 2016 

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary  
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20426         
 
Dear Secretary Bose, 
 
 Attached please find an amended Organization of MISO States Notice of Intervention 
and Comments in Docket No. ER16-675.  The amendment is the addition of the abstention of the 
Mississippi Public Service Commission to footnote 1 on page 3. 
 
 Please contact me with any questions or concerns. 
 
       Sincerely, 
       Tanya Paslawski 
 
       Tanya Paslawski 
       Executive Director 
       Organization of MISO States 
       tanya@misostates.org 
       (515) 515-243-0742 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 
 
Midwest Independent System Operator, Inc.)    Docket No. ER16-675-000  
 

 
NOTICE OF INTERVENTION AND INITIAL COMMENTS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF 

MISO STATES 
 

Pursuant to Rule 211 and 214(a)(2) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission (“Commission”), 18 C.F.R. §385.211 and §385.214(a)(2), the 

Organization of MISO States (OMS) submits its Notice of Intervention and comments in the 

above-captioned docket.   

On December 31, 2015, the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”) 

filed proposed revisions to its Open Access Transmission, Energy and Operating Reserves 

Market Tariff (“Tariff”) amending its Generator Interconnection Procedures (“GIP”).  MISO 

conducted a rather extensive stakeholder review process throughout 2015, resulting in this 

revised GIP proposal, which was designed to reduce processing delays in MISO’s generator 

interconnection (“GI”) queue and provide increased flexibility and certainty to affected 

stakeholders and interconnection customers.  The OMS supports MISO’s efforts to improve the 

GIP. 

I. Notice of Intervention 

The OMS is a non-profit, self-governing organization comprised of representatives from 

the fifteen regulatory bodies with jurisdiction over entities participating in the MISO and serves 

as the regional state committee.  The purpose of the OMS is to coordinate regulatory oversight 

among its members; make recommendations to the MISO, the MISO Board of Directors, the 
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Commission, and other relevant government entities and state commissions as appropriate; and 

intervene in proceedings before the Commission to express the positions of the OMS member 

agencies.  As such, the OMS files its Notice of Intervention in this proceeding under Rule 

214(a)(2), 18 C.F.R. §385.214(a)(2), of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

Service of pleadings, documents, and communications should be made on the following: 

      Tanya Paslawski 
      Executive Director 
      Organization of MISO States 
      100 Court Avenue, Suite 315 
      Des Moines, IA 50309 
      tanya@misostates.org 

 

II.  Comments 

The OMS appreciates MISO’s continued efforts to improve the GIP.  The current process 

has caused numerous GI delays which, in turn, impact the ability to get needed generation online 

in a timely manner.  A more efficient approach to bring new generation online will become 

increasingly important with impending coal plant closures and other changes to the generation 

mix in the region to ensure that reliability is not adversely impacted.     

 These proposed Tariff revisions should minimize the amount of unscheduled GI 

restudies which have led to the prolonged GI queue process.  MISO plans to subdivide the 

Definitive Planning Process (DPP) into three chronological phases, create two designated off-

ramps for GI customers to withdraw projects from the queue on a more structured basis, and 

confine GI restudies to only those with signed GI agreements in the final stage.   MISO is also 

proposing to remove the requirement that a GI customer with a completed GI agreement undergo 

a restudy due to a change to a higher-queued project, except when ordered by the Commission.   

These are appropriate and positive changes. 
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OMS also supports the proposals by MISO to add new milestone payment points in the 

DPP.  Interconnection customers will now make payments at four consecutive stages: at the 

initial application, at milestone “M2” (which is at the DPP Phase I), “M3” (which is at the DPP 

Phase II), and “M4” (which is the DPP Phase III). These milestone payments have been 

simplified to four equal payments.  If an Interconnection Customer requests to withdraw a GI, 

they would be refunded the immediately preceding milestone payment.  This new structure 

ensures the GI customers choosing to remain in the queue will have greater certainty because 

projects that are not ready to proceed are incentivized to exit at the designated decision off-

ramps.  Further, the new process will reserve funds from a withdrawing GI customer’s milestone 

payments to fund cost increases for projects that execute a GIA and corresponding network 

upgrade costs caused by withdrawing projects.   

 The OMS submits these comments because a majority of its members have agreed to 

generally support them.1 Individual OMS members reserve the right to file separate comments 

regarding the issues discussed in these comments.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tanya Paslawski 

 
Tanya Paslawski 
Executive Director 
Organization of MISO States 
E-mail: tanya@misostates.org 
Tel: 515-243-0742 

 
Dated: January 29, 2016 
Amended: February 2, 2016 
                                                           
1 The Mississippi Public Service Commission abstains.  The Iowa Utilities Board (IUB) believes Generator 
Interconnection Queue reform is needed and desirable, and encourages MISO to improve the process in order to 
reduce uncertainty and unplanned restudies. At this time, the IUB has not taken a position regarding the specifics of 
the Queue Reform Filing. Iowa may submit comments and take positions in this proceeding as issues arise in order 
to protect the interests of Iowa ratepayers.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document upon each person designated 
on the official service list compiled by the Secretary in this proceeding.  
 
Dated this 2nd day of February, 2016.  
 

 
Tanya Paslawski 

 
 

 


